
My Fellow Legionnaires: 
 

I would like to start by thanking our team for taking over 
our last Post meeting, while I was in the Emergency Room 

at the VA.  At the last minute I had to give Sr. Vice Com-
mander Don Chasteen the gavel to run the meeting.  

Thanks Don, great job!  Roy Bonus, Jr. Vice Commander, 
helped out also by being Sergeant-at-Arms for Glen who 

was not able to make the meeting.  Thanks to all! 

 
We held our first Post Executive Board meeting on August 7, 2017; where 

we were able to put together a tentative schedule for the coming year.  
Thanks to all who were in attendance. This month there are a number of 

events for members to participate. First event is our annual participation in 
the Last Fling Labor Day parade on September 4th.  Also, after the parade, 

don’t forget that at 1PM there will be a free luncheon for veterans at Rotary 
Hill. The next event is our Post meeting on September 7th at 7 PM.  I      

expect our member participation in our monthly meetings to increase to the 
levels that proceeded the Summer months.  Also the 9/11 Memorial Service 

at City Hall will be on Monday, September 11th at 6 PM at the CDR Dan 
Shanower Memorial  located behind City Hall.  This month’s Dinner/Social 

will be on September 16th.  Doors open at 6PM and dinner served at 7PM.   
 

I am getting ready for the Legacy Ride!  Bike coming out of shop, I hope 

100% ready on August 8th, Pack bike on 9th, on road 5AM on August 10th.  
I will return on August 27th.  I now have blue tooth on bike so if anything 

comes up be sure to call.  
 

“Honor those who have served our country, especially those who made the        

ultimate sacrifice.  Educate future generations about the price paid for the freedom 
we enjoy in America the beautiful .” 

Freeman V. Horner, United States Army Medal of Honor 

Douglas R. Deetjen, I 
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  Doug Deetjen - Post Commander 



If you have read last month’s newsletter, you know that I am 

responsible for your Legion’s membership the same as all the 
past Senior-Vice Commanders, and that I have a great    

committee.  I was very pleased to report to the Legion at the 
August meeting that our paid membership was at 397, which 

is over 50% of our total membership.  I want to thank every-
one who read last month’s article and has already sent in 

their dues.  This has put us well on our way to accomplishing 
our goal of having 100% by the end of November.   

 
We still need the help of our membership to attain this goal!  If you have 

not received your 2017-2018 membership card, then you need to pay your 
dues.  You can help by immediately sending your dues of $40 to “Naperville 

Post 43, The American Legion, P. O. Box 4, Naperville, IL. 60566”.  Or, you 
can pay your dues at our next Legion meeting, it would be great to see you.  

Bring a neighbor who you know is a veteran, whether they are a member or 

not. Maybe he or she would be interested in joining.  If you bring in two 
new members into the Legion within the Legion year, you are eligible for 

the American Legion Recruiter Pin.  Our new Commander really enjoys pre-
senting these pins.  I cheated him out presenting one at our August meet-

ing, so we need to have some new ones to appease him. 
 

Membership in the American Legion is very important to enable our Post to 

grow, and to support the many activities that are for the Veterans, the 

Community, and our Youth.   

Senior Vice Commander, 

Don Chasteen 
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Sr. Vice Commander 

Don Chasteen 

VA Hotline 

855-948-2311 
8:00 am to 5:00 pm EDT 



The induction of our new officer slate for 2017-18 will take 

place at the September 16th dinner social. As of this     
writing, any entertainment is still a work in progress. The 

fine dinner fare will be provided by Belgio's Catering.  
 

October 21st dinner is the annual Oktoberfest feast. The 
theme is "Women in the Military." All female members of the military,    

veterans past and present, are encouraged to be in uniform. For those of 
you who do, there is a free dinner pass. The theme is German cuisine,    

catered by Nicky's. Entertainment will be a local band providing toe-tapping 
music.   

 
November 11th is Veteran's Day. We top off this busy day of activities 

with the now-famous Kendall Cooks traditional Turkey Dinner, including all 
the fixin's. We are anticipating a special "guest speaker" for the event, to 

be announced. Special starting time of 5pm, with dinner at 6pm for this 

event. 
 

Post 43 holds seven Dinner Socials during our Legion Year.  Other dates to 
mark on your calendar are: Jan 20th, Feb 17th, Mar 17th, and April 21st. 

 
The dinners provide good food at a reasonable price, and a chance to      

socialize and enjoy an entertaining evening with friends and people with 
similar interests. Stop in and enjoy a wonderful time.  All socials are held at 

the VFW Hall.  Doors open at 6pm and dinner is served around 7pm.  Cost 
is $14 for adults, children 7-12 yrs. $7, and 6 yrs & under are free. 

 
 

Roy Bonus 
Jr. Vice Commander 

Post 43 

American Legion 
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Roy Bonus 



 

AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS CHAPTER 43 
 
It is hard to believe that summer is coming to an end   

already.  The Riders have been busy which makes the 
summer go by fast.  As a Chapter we have attended all 
the Chicago Honor Flight Welcome Home at Midway this 

year, with only two more this year.  We have had good Rider turnouts for this year’s    
Welcome Homes considering all the changes that have been made at the Airport.  This is 
an indication of the dedication of our Riders. 
 

Nine of our Legion Riders participated in the Naperville India Day Parade on August 13th, 
as I stated in my report for last month.  Some met for a late lunch before the afternoon/
evening parade with all the Riders enjoying the event.   
 

As I write this report, I am sitting in Ely, Nevada just finishing Day 4 of the Legacy Run.  
Doug Deetjen, Mike Klick from the Downers Grove Chapter, and myself started this ride in 
Fort Dodge, Kansas.  The ride this year has presented some issues with each of our bikes 

due to the higher altitudes and higher temperatures.  Mike and I both experienced      
problems on Day 3, fortunately I was close to a dealership, and was able to get my issue 
resolved.  Mike was not as fortunate, he was a long way out from a dealership.  With the 
loss of a lot of time he dropped out of the Run.  Today on Day 4, Doug has had issues with 

his bike that may cause us to drop out of the Run.  Issues like these have happened on 
past Legacy Runs, but not to the number that have happened this year.   
 

On a brighter note the Riders will be at the Naperville Labor Day Parade and they are  
looking forward to our September 8th Fundraiser and Prime Rib Dinner.  Entertainment will 
be provided by Claremont Drive Band.  A good time for all attending.  Riders, you can earn 
the new Department of Illinois American Legion Riders Recruiter patch and pin by signing 

up two or more members to the Legion Family.  This would be a great patch to have on 
your vest and the Legion families would really appreciate your effort. 
 
If you are a motorcycle enthusiast who likes to support Veterans and their families and can 

qualify for the Legion, Legion Auxiliary, or the Sons of the American Legion, we would like 

to have you as a member.  Come check us out at our next meeting which will be 23-Aug-

2017, 6:00 pm for social and 7:00 pm for meeting at Bono’s Pub, 2029 Ogden Avenue, 

Lisle, IL. 

Don Chasteen 
ALR Chapter 43 Director 

630-531-1050 
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           AMERICAN LEGION POST 43 CALENDAR   
 

 

 

 

September 2, 2017  Saturday  10 am Coffee at Monarch Landing 

September 4, 2017  Monday  Labor Day Parade 

September 7, 2017  Thursday   Post Meeting 7 pm 

September 9, 2017  Saturday  10 am Coffee at Brookdale Plaza 

September 11, 2017  Monday  9/11 Memorial Service  6 pm 

September 12, 2017  Tuesday   Hines VA Visit (bus leaves at 6:15pm) 

September 16, 2017  Saturday  10 am Coffee at Independence Village 

September 16, 2017  Saturday   Dinner/Social - Officer Installation  

September 18, 2017  Monday  U.S. Air Force Birthday 

September 23, 2017  Saturday  10 am Coffee at Harbor Chase 

September 23-24, 2017 Sat-Sun  Harvest Pow Wow Naperville 

September 27, 2017  Wednesday  Legion Rider Meeting 

 

October 5, 2017  Thursday   Post Meeting 7 pm 

October 7, 2017  Saturday  10 am Coffee at Monarch Landing 

October 10, 2017  Tuesday   Hines VA Visit (bus leaves at 6:15pm) 

October 13, 2017  Friday   U.S. Navy Birthday 

October 14, 2017   Saturday  10 am Coffee at Brookdale Plaza 

October 21, 2017  Saturday  10 am Coffee at Independence Village 

October 21, 2017  Saturday   Dinner/Social - Octoberfest 

October 25, 2017  Wednesday  Legion Rider Meeting 

October 28, 2017  Saturday  10 am Coffee at Harbor Chase 

 

November 2, 2017  Thursday   Post Meeting 7 pm 

November 4, 2017  Saturday  10 am Coffee at Monarch Landing 

November 7, 2017  Tuesday   Hines VA Visit (bus leaves at 6:15pm) 

November 10, 2017  Friday  ```` U.S. Marine Corps Birthday 

November 11,2017  Saturday   Dinner/Social 5 pm - Veterans Day  

November 18, 2017  Saturday  10 am Coffee at Independence Village 

November 22, 2017  Wednesday  Legion Rider Meeting 

November 25, 2017   Saturday  10 am Coffee at Harbor Chase 
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Early History of Post 43 
 

As The American Legion approaches the century mark, it's 

interesting to look back on the early history and leadership 
of Post 43. The application for charter was dated by the   

Department of Illinois on 5 July, 1919, a short time after the 
first organizational meeting in March in Paris. The application included 15 

signatures. The actual Charter from the National Office is dated 7 June, 
1920, and by that time there were 157 names. There were 287 men from 

Naperville who served during WW l.  Of the original 15 names, 6 eventually 
served as Post Commander. 

 
The first Commander was Chauncey W. Reed. A native of West 

Chicago, Reed served as that city's treasurer in 1913-14, and 

began practicing law in Naperville in 1915. In WW l, he was a 
sergeant in the 86th Infantry Division. Returning to law prac-

tice in Naperville, along with partner Win G. Knoch, he became 
the States Attorney of DuPage County until 1935 when he was 

elected to the U.S. Congress. While in his 10th term, he died in 
1956 and is interred in his hometown of West Chicago. 

 
Next month, I will write about the second Commander, Win G. Knoch, a 

true pillar of the Naperville community.  
 

Lee Lindberg 

Coffee “and”  
Saturday Morning 10 AM 

 
 
  

 
Don’t forget our monthly visits with veterans at Monarch Landing, 

Brookdale Plaza and Independence Village.  Join us on the 1st Saturday at 
Monarch Landing, the 2nd Saturday at Brookdale, the 3rd Saturday at 

Independence Village, and the 4th Saturday at Harbor Chase.   

Remember, all are welcome! 

The September dates are:   
  
Sep   2 - Monarch Landing 
Sep   9 - Brookdale Plaza  
Sep 16 - Independence Village 
Sep 23 - Harbor Chase 
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Chaplain’s Corner 

Several years ago I revisited my Air Force Detachment at the      
college in Ohio, where I had served as Assistant Squadron       
Commander for my AFROTC Unit.  The individual who greeted me 
was the son of Colonel Nelson, a decorated veteran who had served 

in Vietnam with the Air Force and with whom I worked closely in AFROTC        
activities.  The ROTC also paid me $100 a month to perform duties such as    
participating in ceremonies on campus or submitting articles for the detachment 
newsletter/newspaper.  Our Past Commander Lee Lindberg will appreciate that 
my Carrot Cake recipe was received well at the time.  Later that evening I had 
been asked to address students who were Seniors with some members of Delta 
Sigma Pi, today still is the largest business fraternity representing a cross section 
of students studying business and other related disciplines.  Our Theta Pi chapter 
formed in 1970 of which myself together with other officers were the founders 
and installed the first pledge class.  Several of us gave an overview of what life 
was like on campus and in Delta Sig 40 years before.  As the time of my presen-
tation neared, I looked out on almost 300 students and wondered how I could 
turn my experience into words which would truly be relevant and could be      
applied in life.  As I started my talk I threw my prepared remarks down on the 
stage floor, which prompted laughs, whistles, and surprise.  What I told these 
students was that if I was their age I would not want to hear me give a speech 
either.  BORING!!! So I had a plan B.  I will take only 5-8 minutes and give you 
several life lessons that I have learned over my first 60 years that I believe if 
you follow these principles life will have a greater meaning, life will go better for 
most of you and you will have more peace and contentment in your life.  They 
agreed to hear me out.  Here are those principles that I shared with the         
students. 
 
1. Don’t take yourself too seriously, nobody else does! 
2. Be very good at one thing in life.  Be aggressive in pursuing your passion.  

Let nobody talk you out of your dream!  If they say you can’t do it, run 
quickly in the other direction. 

3. Try to do a kind act without being recognized for it.  Be humble in your      
accomplishments and supportive of those who struggle.  Show true mercy 
and caring.  Others want to feel their lives count and have value. 

4. Be very persistent!  Never quit in life!  Adversity builds character and will   
allow you to meet future challenges without as much struggle and with the 
knowledge you already have come through some tough situations and sur-
vived. 

5. Have a Deity!  People will desert you in life.  Rely on a God of your under-
standing and pray always asking for God’s will in your life. 

 
(Continued on Page 8) 
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Chaplain’s Corner continued from page 7 

  6. Volunteer!!  The secret to personal happiness and joy is in serving the needs 
      of others.  You will experience a joy and a high that alcohol and drugs could 
      never fill. 
  7. Learn to Laugh!  My mother taught me this!  When you’re positive the body 
      gives off endorphins which enhance health, while negative or being grumpy 
      will produce toxins in the body which can produce adverse health results. 
  8. Quality of Life!  The boss who wants you to work long hours all the time and 
      looks down on giving vacation time, probably doesn’t have a life.  I know!  I 
      have worked for 3 of these types of individuals.  You're not loyal or 
      committed to the corporate mission!  As Colonel Potter of the TV show MASH 
      would utter ”HORSEPUCKEY”!  Take time for your family and friends and 
      re-energize your body and spirit. 
  9. Be a good person and see the best in people.  Learn to lower your ego and 
      pride so you can forgive more easily and not hold grudges.  Remember, God 
      has forgiven each of us and loves us unconditionally. 
10. Have a hobby.  Write a book!  Collect coins!  Submit articles of interest for 
      Publication, or whatever floats your boat.  Enjoy life to the fullest.  Your 
      participation matters and your voice needs to be heard!  Thank you for your 
      time! 
 
Chaplain Dick Komarek 

      “9/11” Memorial Service 
 

On behalf of the “9/11” - 2017 Memorial Service  Committee, 
we would like to invite everyone to attend the “9/11” Memorial 
Service to be held on Monday September 11th, 2017, at the 
“CMDR Dan Shanower/September 11th Memorial” on the 

Riverwalk next to City Hall starting @ 6pm.  We recommend that you plan to 
arrive no later than 5:30 as parking may be limited at City Hall and on Water 
Street. 
 
As this is the 16th Anniversary of the attack on our Country, this will again be a 
very special event as we pay our respects to all of those innocent men and women 
that were lost because of that dreadful attack on our Country and those lost 
fighting in harm’s way to protect our Freedoms ever since.   In the event of 
inclement weather we will conduct the Program in the City Council Chambers. 
 
Please plan to attend this very special Ceremony.   Our guest speaker for this year 
will be Fire Chief Lanson Russel, (Ret. Downers Grove).  Chief Russel will be 
sharing his thoughts and memories of that fateful day. 
 

                                             Wayne Fischer 



Keeping Posted       September 2017                                   Page 9 

Last Fling Parade-Labor Day September 4th 

 

Again, for this years’ Labor Day Parade, we are signed up 

to do a “Combined Color Guard” kicking off at 10am 
South of NNHS.  We will need a minimum of 12 Veterans 

to carry the Flags.  Please plan to be at Mill St & 5th Av. 
no later than 9:30 so we can get everything organized.   

We hope anyone with a “Era” vehicle will join in this 
along with our American Legion Riders.  

   
Also, all Veterans are invited to the Jaycees Sponsor Tent on Rotary Hill 

again this year for a “FREE” lunch.   We are planning to have a busload of 
Hines Veterans that afternoon also to enjoy the day with us.   Usually this 

starts about 1pm after the Parade is all over.   I am sure 
we will again be asked to provide the “Colors” for the 

afternoon entertainment at the main stage at the base 

of Rotary Hill, usually around 2:30-3pm.   Please plan to 
come out to “Show our Colors” in the Parade and stick 

around to enjoy the lunch sponsored by our own 
Naperville Jaycees. 

 
For additional information contact:  Jim Sarns  630-234-6292 

       Wayne Fischer  630-240-8868 

                                                      

    Abraham Lincoln National Cemetery 

                Elwood, IL 

 
Direct Burials are held once every three months at 

Abraham Lincoln National Cemetery in Elwood, IL. 

These ceremonies are held for Veterans who were 

buried direct, with no Military Honors or family present at the time of burial.  

So, every quarter the names are read aloud and Honors are rendered for these 

Veterans.  The next Direct Burial is Tuesday, September 12, at 9 am, in    

Shelter C.  If you have not attended one of these events, we encourage you to 

join us.  We meet at Juicy-O’s restaurant, 2035 S. Washington, at 7 am.  We will 

car-pool the 40 miles to Elwood and then return to Naperville, usually by 10:30 

am. 
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            Paul Hogan     Chuck Bigel     Mike Walczak 

 

  David Szablewski     George Pradel   Chuck Winchester  

 

 Fred Mokhider     Dick Knosher    Jack Shiffler  

   

          

    James A. Ebbesen 

 Daniel John McPartlin 

     Richard E. Locher 

      
      

Honor Guard 
 

Your combined Naperville VFW and American Legion Honor 
Guard has placed a remembrance glass jar, of spent shell 

casings, that were fired at the MFS (Military Funeral Service) 
for all of the MFS’s we have conducted since we were certified 
by the Department of Defense – October 2015. This collection 
represents your Honor Guard’s “tribute” to the veteran and is 

a way to continue to honor and remember what each veteran invested into the freedoms 
for our great nation.  
 Each shell casing contains the following information: 

· MFS# 
· Date of MFS 
· Veteran’s name 
· Service Branch/War 

Please do look for a shell and remove it.  The intent is to become a discussion among 
friends from both posts, and serves as a memory the person has meant to you.  Military 
Funeral Services are for any veteran in Naperville, and all communities whose border 

touches Naperville. (Regardless of post membership.) 
  
The “Tribute Jar” is located in the Canteen on the bookshelf next to the weapons vault. 

 
Your Honor Guard is comprised of American Legion Post 43 and VFW Post 3873 veterans. 

  
Jim Oftedal 

Honor Guard Commander 



    

Legion Callers 
 
   
 
  
 
John Prescott      630-420-1244                          
 Joe Udell     630-369-8301 
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        American Legion Post #43 
               PO Box 4, Naperville, IL  60566   

 
MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS are the first Thursday of every month at 7 PM,  
       at the VFW Hall, 908 W. Jackson Naperville, IL 
Boy Scouts and Special Meetings are at Post Home, 10 W. Chicago Ave., Naperville, IL 

        www.naperlegion.org  

 
Legion Trustees of Post #43 

 
 Glen Granat  Lee Lindberg  
 Brian Light  Jim Vahle 
 Wayne Fischer  Don Hennessy 
 Ken Garhan  

 
Newsletter Editor 

Rich Yndestad       630-357-6444 

E-mail:  r.yndestad@yahoo.com 

    

Please send your reports to Rich by  

September 15 for October Newsletter 
 

 
 

Post 43 Webmaster 
Liz Michalski             

E-mail:  lizmichalski@yahoo.com  

 

Post Officers 
 

Commander 
Doug Deetjen      630-719-1133 
Sr. Vice-Commander 
Don Chasteen                                630-833-6102 
Jr. Vice-Commander 
Roy Bonus                                     630-961-2724  
Sgt.-At-Arms 
Glenn Granat      630-209-2834 
Finance Officer 
Brian Light                              630-369-1053 
Service Officer   
Mike Barbour                                 630-240-1645 
Chaplain 
Dick Komarek         630-983-6043 
Historian 
Joe Strebel                                     630-369-3846  
Judge Advocate 
Don Hennessy                            630-355-4679 
Adjutant  
Tinny Bixel      630-717-1350 
Immediate Past Commander  
Lee Lindberg (Co-Historian)    239-537-3189 
Public Relations  
Jim Vahle       630-864-7183 
Bugler 
Rich Yndestad                               630-357-6444  
Legion Rider Director 
Don Chasteen                                630-833-6102  
Honor Guard - Chair 
Jim Oftedal                                     630-357-4030 
Color Guard - Chair 
Jim Sarns                                       630-234-6292  
Sons of the American Legion 
Roger Treend                                 630-859-9001                       
      

September 2017  
Activities — Opportunities 

   Sep   2 - Monarch Landing 
   Sep   4 - Last Fling Labor Day Parade 
   Sep   7 - Post Meeting 7 pm 
   Sep   9 - Brookdale Plaza 
   Sep 11 - 9/11 Memorial Service 6 pm 
   Sep 16 - Independence Village 
   Sep 16 - Post Social 6 pm 
   Sep 23 - Harbor Chase 
 

Selected Thursdays & Saturdays: 

Help OSOT 

America sort & 

pack boxes at 

the Lisle ware-

houses— 



American Legion Post #43 
PO Box 4, Naperville, IL  60566       
 

Post 43 Legion Riders at Naperville India Day Parade 8-13-17 


