
MY FELLOW LEGIONAIRES! 
 

At our last meeting we accepted nominations for our 
2018/2019 Post Officers, and appointments for some of our 
staff that are moving on. Since my term is over, Don 
Chasteen has accepted the nomination for Post Commander.  
This left an opening for Sr. Vice Commander, and Jack     
Amberg has accepted the nomination for this position. Jr. 
Vice, nominee is Jennifer Slown.  Roy Bonus has done a great 
job as Jr. Vice this past year, but is stepping down due to 
other commitments. Thanks Roy, we know you will be there for us. Adjutant 
Tinny Bixel has served us for three years and is also stepping down.  The 
Adjutant is an appointed position, so Don Chasteen will work on this.  
Thanks Tinny! 
 
Our Finance Officer Brian Light is moving out-of-town and stepping down 
from his position. Thanks Brian for all your help!  Bob Colby has accepted to 
be our new Finance Officer, and I know he will serve us well.  Other Post 43 
Officers include:  Mike Barbour for Service Officer; Chaplain, Dick Komarek;  
Sgt.-At-Arms, Glen Granat; and Judge Advocate, Don Hennessy will       
continue on in his appointed position.  Historian is an elected position.    
Currently, Lauren Evans, Joe Strebel, and Lee Lindberg all have worked to 
keep our Post 43 History! 
 
George Banas will be heading up Poppies Sales this year on Thursday, May 
17th. Please sign-up at our next Post meeting to help with sales on that 
morning.  Ken Mores, will chair our College Awards.  Nadia Rios and Russ 
Petry will head-up our School Awards program. 
 
Thanks to all that are making Post 43 better! It has been an honor for me 
to serve as your Post Commander, and thanks for all the help!!   
 
Please welcome new Post member Chad Yarman.  Chad has also joined our  
American Legion Riders, and is the newest member of our Honor Guard. 
 
“THE REALITY OF THE COMBAT EXPERIENCE TEACHES LIFE’S GREATEST LESSON - HUMILITY.” 
     ROBERT R. INGRAM – UNITED STATES NAVY – MEDAL OF HONOR RECIPIANT 
 

Doug Deetjen 
Commander   
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Not much to report about membership this month, we are 
still holding around the 90+% membership renewal.  The   
response to the 50 letters that I sent out last month to our 
non-current members has been dismal and disappointing.  To 
date I have only received 5 letters back with the majority 
stating they do not want to renew.  The reason for the      
disappointment is that the Legion does so much for the    
Veterans, Community, and Youth and without a strong   
membership our support for the many Legion programs may 
suffer.  I am not just referring to our local commitments, but also to the 
many State and National programs.  If you received one of these letters, 
please return it.  If you have paid, use the letter to update your contact   
information.   
 
This month is the election of new officers, it is important for you to attend 
the Legion meeting on May 3rd and let your voice be heard. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank this year’s officers who have 
opted not to seek/retain the positions they held.  Tinny Bixel has served as 
the Post Adjutant for the last three years, and due to increased involvement 
in something near and dear to him, he has decided not to continue in his 
office.  Brian Light, our Financial Officer, has decided after many years of 
holding this office to relocate to a warmer climate than what Illinois has to 
offer.  Both Tinny and Brian were a big part of my membership committee, 
helping me get a big jump on the member renewals at the start of the year.  
Last but not least is Roy Bonus, your current Junior-Vice Commander, who 
has decided not to move up to Senior-Vice Commander.  Roy, after doing 
an outstanding job as Sgt-at-Arms for more years than I can remember, 
moved up to his current office with the same dedication to serve the Legion 
by providing the best food at the best price and outstanding entertainment 
for our socials.  In my mind he succeeded.   Again, thank you to all three of 
you for your HUGE commitment of time and dedication to American Legion 
Post 43. 
 
Senior Vice Commander, 
Don Chasteen 
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Sr. Vice Commander 

Don Chasteen 

 VA Hotline 
855-948-2311 
8:00 am to 5:00 pm EDT 



Those April showers certainly do bring May flowers, and with 
it thoughts of Summer.  Don't forget Memorial Day, Monday 
May 28th, the ceremonies of reverence and the gathering at 
the park after the parade. This year will feature a new march 
written by Naperville Municipal Band Director, Ron Keller. It 
will be the Post 43 American Legion March.  Be there to honor 
our past and fallen veterans, and enjoy the band. 
 
At the Dinner/Social held on April 21st, the Post 43 Scholarships were 
awarded to: Alexa Jordan and Felix Zheng; along with our “Citizen of the 
Year” awards for Youth: Larry Lucas, and for Veterans: Phil Maughan and 
Mike Barbour.  We also recognized all of our past Post Commanders.  The 
BBQ Pulled Pork tradition continued for this event, catered by Nicky's. A 
good turn-out and an enjoyable evening took place. 
 
There are no dinners scheduled now until September, when we install newly 
elected officers and those appointed. The outcome will be determined at the 
May meeting, on Thursday night, May 3rd at 7:00 pm. Plan to be there and 
be a part of the decision for our Post's 100th Anniversary of The American 
Legion.  
 
I hope to see you then! 
 
Roy Bonus 
Jr. Vice Commander 
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Roy Bonus 

Coffee “and”  
Saturday Morning 10 AM 
 
 
  

 
Don’t forget our monthly visits with veterans at Monarch Landing, 
Brookdale Plaza-Lisle, Independence Village, and Harbor Chase.  Join us on 
the 1st Saturday (No Coffee), the 2nd Saturday at Brookdale Plaza in Lisle, 
the 3rd Saturday at Independence Village, and the 4th Saturday at Harbor 
Chase.   
Remember, all are welcome! 

The May dates are:   
  
May   5 - DuPage HFC 

May 12 - Brookdale Plaza - Lisle  
May 19 - Independence Village 

May 26 - Harbor Chase 



AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS CHAPTER 43 
 
Your American Legion Riders have been shoveling snow 
rather than doing much riding this Spring, however we still 
keep busy with Legion activities. My thanks to our        
Assistant Director, Steve Strickland, for chairing our 
monthly meeting, while my family and I enjoyed ourselves 
in sunny Florida. 
 

A great event was welcoming home two of our Legion members from the first Honor Flight 
of the year on 11 April 2018.  As the weather was cold and rainy we were not able to     
attend this event on our motorcycles, but nothing will hold us back from this event.      
During the last 5 years your Post 43 Riders have missed attending only one Honor Flight.  
It is such a great honor to see our WWII and Korean War veterans as they arrive at     
Midway Airport. 
 
On 13 April 2018, 6 Riders and numerous members of Naperville American Legion and   
Naperville VFW met at Juicy O’s restaurant for breakfast, before attending the Direct Burial 
at Abraham Lincoln National Cemetery.  This was one of the only two “warm” days of the 
month (who is counting?) so some of us were able to attend this ceremony on our        
motorcycles.  54 veterans who had been interred at the cemetery without receiving      
military honors finally received the recognition they deserved.  A bell was rung after name, 
branch of service and period of service of each deceased veteran was read.  This is always 
a moving ceremony, and everyone is invited to attend these quarterly Direct Burials in   
Elwood, IL.  
 
One big upcoming event is being held on 5 May 2018 at DuPage Airport.  This is the      
DuPage Veterans Foundation 2018 Fundraiser.  The event’s mission is to raise enough   
money to support Honor Flight Chicago for our great WWII and Korean War Era Heroes to 
fly to Washington D.C. for a day of honor and thanks.  Your Post 43 Riders will be sponsor-
ing a police escorted motorcycle ride starting at Heritage Harley Davidson and  ending at 
the DuPage Airport.  Tickets for the DuPage fundraiser will be available at the next Post 43 
Legion meeting on 3 May 2018.  Tickets are $40.00, but if you buy before the event they 
are discounted to $30.00.  Event pins are also available for $5.00, the Riders will have 
tickets.  Please consider buying a ticket or pin even if you cannot attend so you can      
support the Veterans Foundation. 
 
The next Riders meeting will be 25 April at the VFW Hall at 7:00 pm.  Prior to the meeting, 
a Social Hour will be held at Bono’s Pub, 2029 Ogden Av, Lisle at 6:00 pm.  All motorcycle 
riders who are members of the Legion or Sons of the American Legion are eligible for Rider 
membership.  You are welcome to attend the meeting and decide if you would like to be a 
part of the AL Riders. 

 
 
Tom Dillion 
Director ALR Chapter 43 
630-803-2047 
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Photo by Jim Hoch 
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           AMERICAN LEGION POST 43 CALENDAR   

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 3, 2018   Thursday  Post Meeting 7 p.m.  

May 5, 2018   Saturday  DuPage Honor Flight Fundraiser 
May 8, 2018   Tuesday  Hines VA  Visit (bus leaves at 6:15pm) 
May 12, 2018    Saturday  10 a.m. Coffee at Brookdale Plaza-Lisle 

May 17, 2018   Thursday  Poppy Day 

May 19, 2018   Saturday  10 a.m. Coffee at Independence Village 

May 23, 2018   Wednesday  Legion Rider Meeting 

May 26, 2018   Saturday  10 a.m. Coffee at Harbor Chase 

May 28, 2018   Monday  Memorial Day Parade 

 

June 2, 2018   Saturday  10 a.m. Coffee at Monarch Landing 

June 7, 2018   Thursday  Post Meeting 7 p.m. 
June 9, 2018   Saturday  10 a.m. Coffee at Brookdale Plaza-Lisle 

June 12, 2018   Tuesday  Hines VA  Visit  
June 14, 2018   Wednesday  U.S. Army 243nd Birthday 1775 

June 14, 2018   Wednesday  Flag Day 

June 16, 2018   Saturday  10 a.m. Coffee at Independence Village 

June 23, 2018    Saturday  10 a.m. Coffee at Harbor Chase 

June 27, 2018   Wednesday  Legion Riders Meeting 

 

July 4, 2018   Wednesday  Independence Day 

July 7, 2018   Saturday  10 a.m. Coffee at Monarch Landing 

July 10, 2018   Tuesday  Hines VA  Visit 
July 11, 2018   Wednesday  DuPage County Stand Down Wheaton 

July 11-15, 2018  Wed.-Sunday  Legion State Convention-Springfield 

July 14, 2018   Saturday  10 a.m. Coffee at Brookdale Plaza-Lisle 

July 21, 2018   Saturday  10 a.m. Coffee at Independence Village 

July 25, 2018   Wednesday  Legion Rider Meeting  

July 28, 2018   Saturday  10 a.m. Coffee at Harbor Chase 
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   MEMORIAL DAY MAY 28, 2018 
 
SCHEDULE: 07:45     Services at City Hall at 911 Memorial 
   08:15     Services at Veterans Park 
   08:35     Services at Burlington Square 
   09:00     Services at S.S. Peter & Paul Cemetery 
   09:15     Pit Stop at American Legion Hall 
   09:45     Services at G.A.R. Monument 
   10:15     Advance section of parade steps off 
                        Services at Riverwalk Memorial 
   13:15     Services at Blackhawk/Silver Star Memorials 
 
IMPORTANT INFORMATION:  This year we w ill be limited as to the 
number of cars available for veterans. That being the case, if you do not 
sign up through me in advance, there will not be a car for you and you will 
have to ride the Trolley. If you want a car, contact me (Terry Jelinek, 630-
357-5366). I will need the following: Name, Branch of Service and Era. We 
will make every effort to get this information on a car, but there is no  
guarantee. If you want to ride with another vet then please provide their 
information as well. 
If you have not registered by May 21st your name will not be on the list for 
the drivers, and there will NOT be a car for you at the start of the parade. 
 
GENERAL INFORMATION:  Please be at City Hall by 07:30 so we can 
get started on time. There will be trolley’s there to take you to the other 
services (parking at City Hall will be convenient and the trolley will take you 
from the final service at Central Park back to your vehicle). 
 
Lunch will again be available after our final services. We will have the Fifty 
Flag unit and Honor Guard from Recruit Training Command, Great Lakes. 
They will be given head of the line privilege so that they can get back to 
Great Lakes. 
 
Hope you can all attend! Memorial Day in Naperville is a respectable and 
honored event. 

Photos by Jim Hoch 
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           DuPage Veterans Founda�on:  

   “Honor Flight Chicago” Fundraiser 

  Saturday, May 5
th

 

 
Yes, we are going to do this for our 7th year.  In the previous 6 
years we have held this annual event we have raised just over 
$250,000 for “Honor Flight Chicago”.   This has supported many 
flights of WWII and Korean War Era Veterans the        opportunity 

to see their Memorials in Washington DC, and be part of a once in a lifetime experience.  
From Naperville we have had many of our Veterans go for the day and we want to send 
even more this year. 
 
So, mark your calendars for Saturday, May 5th to be at the Calamos Hanger at the DuPage 
Airport to enjoy this very special event.   Doors open officially at 11am and we plan a fun 
filled program of patriotic events.   Any and all WW II and Korean Era Veterans will be our 
guests.  We have new flyers done to share with everyone, and we will have sponsorship 
opportunities; silent auction; 50:50 raffles; era     airplane displays; memorabilia; and mu-
sic to fill the day.   Also, we will need     volunteers to help out during the event.  More 
specifics will be forthcoming in the next newsletter and/or via email.   
 
Plan on coming out for the day to “Honor our very Special Guests and to help raise 
money to send these Veterans to Washington, DC for their very memorable day”.   
 
                                             Thanks-Wayne  

        Poppy Day: Veterans Serving Veterans 
 
On Thursday, May 17 this year, Post 43 volunteers are needed to solicit Poppy 
Day donations at the Metra train stations in Lisle, Naperville, and Route 59 in 
Aurora from approximately 6:00am to 8:00am.  Volunteers are also encour-
aged to find other commercial locations that will permit Post members to   
solicit funds on their property during the remainder of the day.  As in recent 
years, all donations will be sent to "Operation Comfort Warriors" on behalf of 
Post 43.   Sign-up sheets, poppies, OCW brochures, and donation cans will be 
available for your pick-up at the regular Thursday Post meeting on May 3rd. 

 
OCW donations go toward purchasing personal items that aid wounded veterans during 
periods of their recovery and rehabilitation that are not provided by their medical care 
facilities.  Over the years, Post 43 has learned that successful campaigns are directly 
linked to the number of volunteers participating in collection activities.  So, additional 
volunteers at the train stations and elsewhere make a big difference.  We have also 
found that many train riders look forward to wearing a poppy downtown to demonstrate 
their support for veterans who benefit though their donations. 
 
Poppy Days were initiated to remember the fallen and wounded in WWI especially on the 
battlefields in Belgium and France where poppies were the first plants to grow over the 
scars of war there.  Poppy Days continue internationally to the present to commemorate 
the sacrifice of veterans of all wars since then. 
 
Contact George Banas at 630-969-8364 or banasg@sbcglobal.net if you have questions 
about the Poppy Day program or want to volunteer your time at other locations during the 
day or evening.  
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History of Memorial Day 
 
Long known as "Decoration Day", Memorial Day is  
often considered by many Americans as the beginning 
of Summer activities, vacations, beaches, backyard 
barbecues, etc. It is well to remember however, the 
origin and true meaning of the day; to remember 
those in the military who died while serving, and also to acknowledge all 
deceased military veterans. Volunteers in Naperville place over 2200 flags 
on veteran's graves in local cemeteries! 
 
Soon after the end of the Civil War, during which time over 620,000 lives 
were lost, the practice of remembering the dead began. One hundred and 
fifty years ago in May of 1868, General John Logan decreed that May 30 
should become a nationwide day of remembrance. As a Civil War veteran, 
he served as Commander-in-Chief of the Union veteran's organization, 
Grand Army of the Republic. 
 
Over the years, there has been an ongoing rivalry among towns and cities 
around the country, as to which was the first to commemorate Memorial 
Day. In 1966, the U.S. Congress gave the official seal of approval for that 
honor, signed by President Lyndon Johnson, to the small town of Waterloo 
in upstate New York, population 5100. The last Monday in May established 
Memorial Day as a National Holiday in 1971. 
 
On Memorial Day, flag etiquette dictates that flags shall be flown at half-
mast from dawn till noon. In Naperville at 7:45 A.M., the first ceremony will 
take place at the Shanower Memorial behind City Hall on the Riverwalk with 
prayers and laying of a wreath. Successive identical ceremonies move to 
Veteran's Park, Sts. Peter and Paul Cemetery, Burlington Park, and Naper-
ville Cemetery. All are welcome and encouraged to attend. 
 
The parade will begin about 10:15 am on Jackson near West St, with Terry 
Jelinek as Parade Marshall, and Jim Collins as Officer of the Day. Another 
short ceremony will take place near Eagle St. When the parade is over, 
there is a program in Central Park. Most years we are blessed with warmth 
and sunshine, and we pray for that to again occur. Hope to see you all 
there. 
 
Lee Lindberg 



Keeping Posted       May 2018                                      Page 9 

Color Guard 
 

Memorial Day Activities 
Monday, May 28th  
Starting at 7:45 am 
 
In order to carry all the flags and 
rifles we need at least 11 
volunteers for this day. Flag 
raising, services, and parade are 
among the days planned 
activities. 
 
 

For more information contact Jim Sarns at 630-234-6292 or Wayne 
Fischer 630-240-8868. 

 PREMIER BOYS STATE  AND ILLINI GIRLS STATE 
 

Premier Boys State will be held from June 9 - 15, 2018 and Illini Girls State will be 
held from June 17 - 23, 2018 at Eastern Illinois University in Charleston,  Illinois.  
  
Boys and Girls State are seven-day hands on experiences in the operation and 
fundamentals of government. These Programs bring together the best and brightest high 
school students – during the summer before their senior years – to help lead them down 
the path of individual success and leadership through doing, not just learning. 
 
This is a wonderful experience for all who attend. If you know of someone who is 
completing their junior year of high school please let them know about this program.  
Premier Boys State began in 1936 and Illini Girls State in 1940. The numbers have been 
decreasing in recent years and we would like to change that.  
 
They can find out more by going to www.illinoisboysstate.org or www.ilgirlsstate.org 
respectively or have them contact Terry Jelinek at 630-357-5366 (Premier Boys State) 
or Eileen Lass 630-778-7603 (Illini Girls State) for more information. Naperville Post 43 
will cover enrollment and transportation costs. 

        

Electric Wheelchair for Veteran 
 
Post received gift of Electric Wheelchair (Scooter model) for      
Veterans.  For free use of it please contact:   
 
Don Hennessy 630-355-4679  
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   Paul Hogan   Don Faulhaber    Chuck Biegel      
 
 Mike Walczak    Fred Mokhiber     Dick Knosher       
 
  Doug Askren       

   

        
     Edward L. Linchester    

       Louis A. Strong 
       Bruce W. Gilbert     

     
      

          

G.I. Yoga is open to all Veterans and their families.  The Wednesday morning 9:30 am   
Yoga class at the VFW is led by Kate Fleming. Kate also has Yoga classes for Veterans 
on Tuesdays (Wheaton) and Fridays (Winfield).  There is also a Saturday morning class 
at 9:30 am in the Rubin Center in Naperville, led by Chitra Singh: 
mailofchitra@gmail.com.  
 
For additional information, contact: Kate Fleming at kdflemingyoga@gmail.com 
Schedule of Classes: www.giyoga.org  

Come Join Us!! 

     STRENGTH AND HONOR 

 
On April 11th, Naperville Responds for 
Veterans held their annual luncheon at 
the Embassy Suites.  Over 220 veterans 
attended the event, along with many   
honored guests.  The Choristers of    
Marmion Military Academy provided the            
entertainment.  Our own Service Officer, 
Mike Barbour was the featured Guest 
Speaker .  Pictured at left with his wife 
and daughter.  (Photo by Jim Hoch) 



    

Legion Callers 

 

   
 

  
 

John Prescott      630-420-1244                          
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        American Legion Post #43 

               PO Box 4, Naperville, IL  60566   
 

MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS are the first Thursday of every month at 7 PM,  
       at the VFW Hall, 908 W. Jackson Naperville, IL 

Boy Scouts and Special Meetings are at Post Home, 10 W. Chicago Ave., Naperville, IL 

        www.naperlegion.org  

 

Legion Trustees of Post #43 

 

 Doug Deetjen  Lee Lindberg  
 Bob Colby  Jim Vahle 

 Wayne Fischer  Don Hennessy 

 Ken Garhan  

 

Newsletter Editor 
 

Rich Yndestad       630-357-6444 
E-mail:  r.yndestad@yahoo.com 
    
Please send your reports to Rich by  
July 15th for August Newsletter 
 

(No Newsletters in June & July)    
 

 

 

Post 43 Webmaster 
Liz Michalski             

E-mail:  lizmichalski@yahoo.com  

Post Officers 

 
Commander 
Doug Deetjen      630-719-1133 

Sr. Vice-Commander 
Don Chasteen                                630-833-6102 

Jr. Vice-Commander 
Roy Bonus                                     630-961-2724  
Sgt.-At-Arms 

Glenn Granat      630-209-2834 

Finance Officer 
Bob Colby                              630-301-2664 

Service Officer   

Mike Barbour                                 630-240-1645 

Chaplain 

Dick Komarek         630-983-6043 

Historian 

Joe Strebel                                     630-369-3846  

Judge Advocate 

Don Hennessy                            630-355-4679 

Adjutant  

Tinny Bixel      630-717-1350 

Immediate Past Commander  
Lee Lindberg (Co-Historian)    239-537-3189 

Public Relations  
Jim Vahle       630-864-7183 

Bugler 
Rich Yndestad                                630-357-6444  
Legion Rider Director 
Tom Dillon                                      630-803-2047  
Honor Guard - Chair 
Jim Oftedal                                     630-357-4030 

Color Guard - Chair 
Jim Sarns                                       630-234-6292  
Sons of the American Legion 

Chris Lance                                    630-926-1177                       
      

May 2018  
Activities — Opportunities 

   May   3 - Post Meeting 7pm 

   May   5 - DuPage HFC Fundraiser  
   May 12 - Brookdale Plaza-Lisle 

   May 17 - Poppy Day 

   May 19 - Independence Village 

   May 26 - Harbor Chase 

   May 28 - Memorial Day Activities 

    
Selected Thursdays & Saturdays: 
Help OSOT America sort & pack 
boxes at the Lisle warehouses— 



American Legion Post #43 

PO Box 4, Naperville, IL  60566       
 

Lee Lindberg and Bill Howland return from Washington DC on 
Honor Flight Chicago April 11, 2018.          Photo by Jim Hoch 


